
Stefan Swanepoel’s life has been a “Serengeti journey”—
from his birth in Kenya to schooling in Hong Kong and 
South Africa eventually, running a New York-based global 
franchise network with 25,000 sales associates in 30 coun-
tries. In all he has served as president of seven companies 
and two non-profit organizations.

Credentials
•	 American citizen naturalized in 2002 based 

on Exceptional Abilities.
•	 Masters Degree in Business Economics and 

Bachelors Degree in Science. 
•	 Diplomas in Arbitration, Real Estate, Com-

puter Science and Marketing.
•	 Author of over 20 Books and Reports on 

Trends, Technology, Change and Business.
•	 New York Times, Wall Street Journal, USA 

Today & Amazon Best Selling Author.
•	 Former CEO of 7 companies and 2 non-profit 

organizations.
•	 Voted Businessman of the Year.
•	 Selected as One of the Top 20 Most Influential 

People in US Real Estate.
•	 Active Social Media proponent with over 

50,000 followers online.
•	 Been on 20+ safaris and game drives in 7 

countries.

Stefan Swanepoel is a successful businessman, a best-
selling author and widely travelled public speaker. He 
spent the first 35 years of his life in various countries 
across the globe before immigrating to the USA. To-
day he is an American citizen and lives in California.

Stefan has penned over 20 books, reports and white-
papers, over 1,000 published articles and given more 
than 750 presentations to over 500,000 people.

Now for the first time he has combined his love of 
wildlife and nature, his ability to captivate audiences, 
and his comprehensive life experience into a captivat-
ing message in a major trade book. In Surviving Your 
Serengeti he vividly portrays how this larger-than-life 
metaphor can provide guidance and inspiration for 
individuals and companies in today’s fast, busy and 
complex world.



 
 
 
“Easily the best book of 2010 and one of the most powerful in recent memory.”  

-GREG GROSPITCH 
Top Producer Systems, Cleveland, Ohio 

 
“It takes a lot for me to choose a book over the computer. But this book was different. It 
becomes personal as it pulls you in - inspiring and fascinating. A must read!” 

– DANA MOOS 
The Swan Agency, Sotheby’s International Realty, Bangor, Maine 

 
“It is one of most extraordinary books I’ve read for quite some time. I found myself 
captivated by the simplicity. There’s no doubt that I will re-read it again and again.” 

– NIKKI BEAUCHAMP 
Warburg Realty, New Your, New York 

 
“It really is an excellent book. In honesty I haven’t read a book from cover to cover in years. 
I read this in 3 days and when I had to break couldn’t wait to get back to it.”  

– SHERI MORITZ 
Real Living Realty Expert, Raleigh, North Carolina 

 
“I read this book twice. It’s not only related to your business but also how people act in the 
personal relationships. Take a few hours out of your busy day and take a stroll through the 
Serengeti and find out what animal you are.”  

– LIZ LANDRY 
Keller Williams Realty First Coast, Jacksonville, Florida. 

 
“Accessible, exceptional and essential reading for the Business 2.0 set; and anyone looking 
to get their organization there.”  

– NOBU HATA 
Founding Member of MAAR Realtors Young Professionals Network, Minnesota 

 
“Loved the team building aspect of the book - we each learned what animal we are and we 
have been able to connect with these different animals and skills. “ 

– KRISSTINA WISE 
Founder and CEO, The GoodLife Team, Austin, Texas 

 
 
 

Book Reviews 



“I am always looking for books that confirm how and why I do the things I do. This book 
Surviving Your Serengeti did not disappoint, in fact, I loved it.”  

– MISSY CAULK 
Associate Broker and Heads Up Missy Caulk Team, Ann Arbor, Michigan 

 
“This is really a unique business parable. There are a lot of business self-help books but this 
one is especially interesting as there is a story, a plot, characters and a lot of thought 
behind it. Within these characters and plot you will learn the business lessons.” 

–LESLEY LAMBERT 
Associate at Park Square Realty, Westfield, Massachusetts 

 
 “This book is certain to become a classic! Swanepoel’s concept of describing the Serengeti 
survival strategies in the form of a business parable gives the book an immediacy and an 
instant connection with the reader.” 

– WAYNE HULBERT 
Blog Business World, Winnipeg, Canada 

 
 “ This compelling story is masterfully written. I recommend this book unreservedly!” 

– DON HUTSON 
CEO of U.S. Learning, and coauthor of the New York Times #1 Best-Seller, The One Minute 

Entrepreneur and The One Minute Negotiator 
 
“Captivating. For those who are ready to clarify a code worth living by.” 

– SUSAN SCOTT 
New York Times bestselling author of Fierce Conversations and Fierce Leadership 

 
“ This a terrific book. I enjoyed it immensely.” 

– BOB BURG 
National bestselling author of The Go-Giver and Go-Givers Sell More 

 
“The perfect “visual” experience to take your mastery of business to the next level. I could 
not put this book down!” 

– MARK WILLIS 
CEO, Keller Williams Realty International 

 
“ A rare book in management literature. Enjoyable, informative read, with clear 
applications to be successful.” 

– JOHN ULLMEN, Ph.D. 
UCLA Anderson School of Management 

 
“ One of a kind. You’ll actually know more about yourself after you read this book.” 

– KEN BLANCHARD 
#1 New York Times best-selling author 

Author of The One Minute Manager ®, Gung Ho! and Leading at a Higher Level 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Amazon.com, the largest online retailer in the world and largest online bookstore in the world 

track and report book sales hourly instead of weekly like bricks-and-mortar bookstores such as 

Barnes & Noble (physical store sales report a week later). 

 

There is the overall Amazon Top 100 list that very, very few books ever make it on. Then there 

are 39 categories and over a hundred subcategories. 

Surviving Your Serengeti ranked as follows: 

#2 ~ Business & Investing 

#1 ~ Business Life 

#1 ~ Personal Development 

#1 ~ Skills 

#1 ~ Small Business & Entrepreneurship 

#1 ~ Self-Help 

#1 ~ Spirituality 

And #2 on Amazon Top 100 (all books overall). 

 

 

 

 



 
 
“Stefan is engaging, dynamic, enthusiastic and passionate about life and helping others. His 
pure joy shines through every presentation he makes. His intelligence is exceptionally high, 
but you never feel as though he is above the crowd, he connects with everyone and you can 
see the rapt attention he gets from his audience.”  

Many Times (NAR, Triple Play, Inman Connect) 
Maya Paveza · Maya Paveza, Inc.  

 
 “Too often we find that experts are either great writers OR great speakers - rarely do we 
find both in one incredibly talented and passionate person. Swanepoel is that rare breed 
that gives you the total package. Make sure you experience the brilliance that is Stefan.” 

San Diego, CA 
Wendy Lipton-Dibner · Professional Impact, Inc.  

 
“Love Stephan's engaging style of passion and use of multimedia. Engaging. Captivating!” 

2011 Keller Williams National Convention  
Tonya Hayes · Keller Williams  

 
“Stefan takes command of the audience the moment he begins speaking and keeps us in the 
palm of his hand thru the entire presentation. “ 

2011 Association Executive Institute Annual Conference, Dallas Texas 
Terry Penza, CEO NSBAR   

 
“Your compelling story and engaging presentation were among the best I've ever heard... I 
was totally engaged. I would recommend ANYONE, without hesitation, to not miss your 
presentation!  

2011 Family Reunion 
Mike Brodie, Operating Principle and Regional Director, Keller Williams Realty  

 
“If Stefan had been the only speaker on our program the attendees would still have gone 
home happy.” 

2010 Council of MLSs Conference, Chicago, IL 
Russ Bergeron , CEO MRED LLC  

 
“Phenomenal. Stefan is engaging and connects well with the audience. I would definitely 
attend another one of his talks!” 

2011 Colorado Rocky Mountain Summit 
Kelli Wallace Keller Williams Realty 

 
 

Speaking Testimonials 



“We survey the hundreds of attendees and Stefan's rankings are off the chart!"  
2011 Minneapolis Broker Summit 

Mark Allen, CEO Minneapolis Area Association of Realtors   
 

“Stefan has energy... lots of it as well as a warm and genuine ability to connect with the 
audience.” 

2011 Awards Celebration, Chicago, IL  
Matt Dollinger, VP @Properties 

 
 “I have heard Stefan speak many times and always come away enlightened, motivated and 
inspired! His content is always timely, though-provoking, and his delivery entertaining and 
fun.”  

2011 Mid-year NAR Convention, Washington DC  
Brent Gray · Pinnacle Quest  

 
“I would never think of missing your talk.”  

Greg Anderson  
Broker-Owner RE/MAX Advisors, Minnesota 

 
“This is the fourth time I have experienced one of Stefan's presentations. Each was uniquely 
different yet equally engaging. Stefan weaves a tale that carries the audience from his seat 
into the story. And in doing so delivers an experience few speakers can.” 

2011 Keller Williams Family Reunion  
Frank Spencer, President TIGAR  

 
“Stefan has an energy and enthusiasm that is contagious. He knows what he is talking about 
and you see passion when he speaks - you really feel it.” 

2011 Safari of Self Discovery, New York 
Peter Cimino, BNAR  

 
“Is it is always clear from the first minute that you are going to learn something. There are 
very few speakers with his varied and successful background and level of success before he 
ever stepped on a speaker's platform.” 

2010 Carolina’s Annual Year End Event 
Mike Tavener · KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY  

 
“Normally to meet someone of Stefan’s GENIUS would require a high level security 
clearance – he provides gut wrenching, real-world content, in a hilarious way while putting 
out enough passion and energy to power a small country. “ 

Leading Real Estate Companies of the World Conference 
Terry Watson , Speaker & Trainer  

 



This keynote presentation is based on the compelling business and life fable: Surviving Your Serengeti: 7 Skills to 
Master Business & Life.

The story is a riveting tale of life in Africa’s Serengeti, the animals and the unique skills they use to thrive in the 
extreme, constantly changing conditions. The insight gained from these animals offers us certain wisdoms we 
can use for our own urban, concrete jungle.

What Animal Am I?

Are you an enduring wildebeest, who understands that any goal worth achieving requires pressing on despite the 
hardships? Or are you a strategic lion, who knows how to execute a sound strategy with a stealthy, unified team? 
Do you take brave gambles like the risk-taking mongoose? Do you have the elegance of the gracious giraffe or 
the remarkable skills of the communicating elephant? Do you spot opportunities in adversity like the enterpris-
ing crocodile or are you as effective with your resources as the efficient cheetah?

This is neither a personality assessment nor does in any way compete or replace the excellent DISC or Myers 
Brigg assessments. 

This is a quick 3-minute, 21 question online quiz that brings the animals from the fable to life; it can be taken by 
anyone, anywhere and any time. It’s fun and provides results immediately. People relate quickly to animals and as 
such have a strong curiosity to learn more about the traits and skills of their animal. Initial responses on occa-
sion have left takers surprised, but as they discover more about their own strengths – and are reminded that we 
should never judge a person on outward appearances – everyone accepts who they are, and then begin see their 
own strengths within the animal. From there, the discovery process instills curiosity and takers seek to learn 
more about the people around them – whether office colleagues, friends or family members  – and their corre-
sponding animals.

This invariably leads to a fun and non-threatening discussion about all different skills and how people work to-
gether with the people (or animals with animals) with different skills. During the keynote presentation that coin-
cided with the launch of the book, over 3,000 people took the quiz on their mobile devices during the 75-minute 
presentation! 

The presentation draws you in quickly and facilitates the audience’s involvement in a safari in Africa by expe-
riencing all seven the animals, one by one. The audience discovers that the Serengeti is a window into the very 
essence of life itself, and that the animals provide a unique road map for mastering the difficulties and struggles 
we all experience in our own lives everyday.

Safari of Self-Discovery Overview

“One of a kind. You’ll actually know more about yourself after you read this book.”
--Ken Blanchard coauthor of The One Minute Manager and Leading at a Higher Level



Topics Covered

The 7 skills everyone needs to succeed, both professionally and personally:

•	  Always have a plan and thinking strategically,
•	  Maintain tenacity and resilience,
•	  Be more enterprising and industrious,
•	  Become more effective, agile and efficient,
•	  Be more courageous and resourceful,
•	  Improve communication and sharing knowledge,
•	  Be more graceful and gracious.

Event Types

Audience sizes have ranged from 25 to 9,000.

•	  Global, National and Regional Conferences,
•	  Corporate Meetings,
•	  CEO Summits,
•	  Leadership Forums,
•	  Team Building Exercises,
•	  Sales Meetings,
•	  Top Producer Events.

The Hook

This talk demonstrates that fun and learning can take place at the same time.

•	  Travel is fun for most people,
•	  Africa is an unknown exotic location for many,
•	  Almost everyone appreciates the beauty of nature,
•	  An African wild Animal Safari is on the wish list of many,
•	 Combine all of the above in one presentation and you have an exotic, exciting, educational journey that 
provides tangible applications and takeaways.

Safari of Self-Discovery Overview

“Beautifully illustrates nature’s basic survival strategies - and how they help you create a sense of meaning and 
purpose.”
--Susan Scott New York Times bestselling coauthor of Fierce Conversations



United States

*	  AEI - Association Executive Institute
*	  ALTA - American Land Title Association
*	 ARELLO - American Real Estate Licensing 

Law Officials
*	  Assurant
*	  At Properties
*	  Avalar
*	  Baird and Warner
*	  Century 21 
*	  Coldwell Banker Real Estate   
*	  Council of MLS Organizations
*	  CRS - Council of Residential Specialists
*	  Edina Realty
*	  Engel & Volkers
*	  ePartner
*	  ERA Real Estate
*	  EXIT Realty Corporation
*	  Fidelity National Financial
*	  First American Financial
*	  First Weber
*	  GMAC
*	  INMAN News
*	 Keller Williams Realty
*	 Land Title

Client Sheet

*	 Leading Real Estate Companies of the 
World

*	  LendingTree
*	  Masiello Group
*	  National Association of Realtors
*	  Northwestern University 
*	  Northwood Realty
*	  Prudential
*	  RE/MAX International
*	  Real Estate BarCamp
*	  Real Living
*	  RealComp II
*	 Real Estate Buyers Agent Council
*	  REEA - Real Estate Educators Association
*	 RESPRO- Real Estate Settlement Proce-

dures Organization
*	  RIS Media 
*	  Rotary International
*	  Texas Real Estate Educators Association
*	  University of California 
*	  University of Southern California 
*	  WCR - Women’s Council of Realtors
*	  Weichert Franchise Network 
*	  Your Coach



International

*	  Aida Real Estate (South Africa)
*	  Canada Real Estate Association (Canada)
*	  Electronic Realty Associates (South Africa)
*	  Engel & Volkers (Germany)
*	  Harcourts International (New Zealand)
*	  HomeNet (South Africa)
*	 Institute of Estate Agents (South Africa)
*	  International Relocation (Great Brittan)
*	  McGrath Real Estate (Australia)
*	  Nedbank (South Africa)
*	  Pam Golding Properties (South Africa)
*	  Property Association (South Africa)

*	 Queensland Real Estate Institute (Australia)
*	 RE/MAX (Canada) 
*	 Real Estate Institute of Victoria (Australia)
*	 Real Estate Institute Western Australia (Aus-

tralia)
*	  RealEstate.com.au (Australia)
*	  RealEstate.com.nz (New Zealand)
*	  RealNet (South Africa)
*	  Secovi-SP (Brazil)
*	  Sutton Group
*	  �e Professionals (Australia)
*	  Vancouver Association of Realtors 

“Stefan’s the one to do it. He’s engaging, insightful, and 
entertaining---hard to �nd in a single speaker.”
--Stephen Roney
First American Residential Group, Inc
President & Chief Executive O�cer

“�ank you for very much for the superb presenta-
tions at our two conferences. I always enjoy and ap-
preciate your insights and thoughts.”
--Mike Green
Managing Director, Harcourts Real Estate

Client Sheet Continued..


























